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• Authority control is the practice of creating and 
maintaining index terms for bibliographic material in 
a catalog in library and information science. 
Authority control fulfills two important functions. 
First, it enables catalogers to disambiguate items 
with similar or identical headings…Second, authority 
control is used by catalogers to collocate materials 










• Related/Broader/Narrower Terms 
• Subdivisions 
– Topical (|x History) 
– Chronological (|y 20th century) 
– Geographical (|z Colorado |z Greeley) 




• Slow creation of headings 
• Lack of user understanding 
• Poor choice of heading (ex. Cookery) 
• Emphasis on open data 
• Virtual Internet Authority File: http://viaf.org/ 
• WorldCat Identities: 
http://www.worldcat.org/identities/ 
 

http://www4.wiwiss.fu-berlin.de/bizer/pub/lod-datasets_2009-07-14.html 
http://richard.cyganiak.de/2007/10/lod/lod-datasets_2010-09-
22_colored.html 
